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At o meeting of the Board of Management, Veterans of the
Seventh Regiment, NG S, N YL, held June 23, 18:5,

the following communication was presented

SEveNTti Recnisst, NG, SN Y,

New York, June 9, 1885

Hesnpy L Frewhaxn,

Adjulent and Secretary Velevaus of e Sevenll Regiment

Diar Sikce
At regular meeting of the Board of Officers of this

Regiment. held Hz\111|'<1;1)"’ evening, June 66h, on motion of
Captain Stecles it was

Jeesolved, Tt o committee of five be appointed to con.
fer with a similar conmmittee from the Veteran Association
with a view to devise some means by which the differences
existing between the Association and this Board may be
harmonized.  In case of action by your Association on the
subject, T will thank you to conmunicate the same tome.

Very respectfully, ete.,

Wa H Parer,
Capt. IR P.and Secrelary DBoard of Officers.,
Seveull Regt , NoGOS NV

On motion. the conununication from the Beard of Officers

was reccived and the following adopted :
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Resolved, That the Colone! be authorized to name y
committee from this organization, when he is notified of the
appointment of the committee called for in the resolution

of the Board of Officers Seventh Regiment.
Committees appointed under the above resolution :

BoarD oF Oprierrs 71H Ret.  VETERANS TTH REGIMENT.

Tieut.-Col. Geo. Moore Smith — Colonel E. M. Crawford.

Japtain Wm. €. Casey. Claptain K. G. Arthur.
Captain H. 8. Steele. Japtain Henry W. T. Mali.
Captain Daniel Appleton. Lieut. L. G. Woodhouse 3
Captain A. W. Conover, Adjutant H. L. Freeland.

At the first mecting of the Conference Committees, held at
the Armory, September 18, 1385, the Chairman of the
Committee of the Board of Officers presented the follow-

ing .

NEw YoORK, September 18th, 1385,

The undersigned, a Committee of the Board of Officers of
the Seventh Regiment. appointed under a resolution adopted
June, 1885, ““to confer with a similar Committee from the
Veteran Association, with a view to devise some means by
which the differences existing between the Association and
this Board may be harmonized,” respectfully submit to the
Committee of the Veleran Association, the following :

The Association of the Veterans of the Seventh Regi-
ment was chartered March t1th, 1861, and its objects were
stated in s charter as follows .

S 8ReTION 20 The objects of said Corporation are to af-

ford pecuniary reliet to indigent or reduced members and
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their widows and children: to promote social union and fol-
lowship, and to preserve and continue the recollections of
service in the National Guard.”

For many vears entire harmony existed between the Vet-
eran Association and the Officers and members of the Regi-
ment, and it would doubtless have continued until the pres-
ent time, had not a uniformed battalion been organized and
allowed to existin the Veteran Association.  Conceding that
the uniformed battalion was organized for the purpose of
strengthening the Veteran Association by incrcasing the
interest of its members inits atfaivs, and granting that there
was never any intention of antagonizing or injuring the
regiment inany way. or of provoking the hostility of its
officers or members, vet it must be admitted that the cesulg
has been unfavorable to the harmony and mutual confi-
dence which should exist between the two organizations,
and that there is no probability that the official representa.-
tives of the Seventh Regiment will ever view with favor or
approval the existence of any uniformed battalion that as-
sumes or uses the name of that Regiment. The Board of
Officers of the Seventh Regiment, at a meeting held March
Ist, 1884, adopted the following resolution :

“ Resolred, That the Board of Officers of the Seventh
Regiment, N. (4. 8. N. Y., disapproves of the use of military
titles by those who do not hold or who have not held lawful
commissions of the grade or rank indicated by such titles:
and disapproves of the wearing of military uniforms by
those who are not in the military service of the United

States or of the several States, or who are not veterans of
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the late war ; and disapproves of the use of the name and
numerical designation of this Regiment by any other wni-
foimed corps.”

It is confidently asserted by this Committee that the
opinions expressed in the above resolution still prevail gen-
erally among the officers of the Seventh Regiment, and that
they will continue to prevail for all time to come. Such
opinions are not based upon, or to be attributed to any per-
sonal hostility to the officers or members of the uniformed
battalion of the Veteran Association ; on the contrary, it is
the fact that the officers of the Regiment entertain the most
friendly feeling towards all who have served faithfully and
honorably in its ranks in the past, and who maintain an in-
terest in its present and future welfare.

As the uniformed battalion is the only cause of difference
and dissension between the Board of Officers of the Seventh
Regiment and the Veteran Association, and as it is desira-
ble that entire harmony and good-will should prevail, this
Committee earnestly requests that the Veteran Association
limit and confine its functions and prerogatives to the ob-
Jeets expressed in ite charter, and that the wearing of mili-
tary uniforms, and the insignia of military rank by its mem-
bers, unless in active military service, be discontinued.
This Committee also respectfully suggests and requests that
military titles for officers of the Veteran Association be
abolished, so that all possible cause of ditference will be e
moved. The veterans of the lust war, in all their socicties,
have found it advisable and necessary for obvious reasons,

that the officers of such societies should not use military
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titles, and the same reasons exist in a greater degree in as.
sociations of exempt or veteran members of the National
Guard.

Respeetfully submitted by this Committee, with the hiope
that the pleasant relations which formerly existed between
the Board of Officers of the Seventh Regiment and the Vet-

eran Association may be entively restored.

Gro. Mookl Sy,

Licut Colonel,
Winniay L Clasiey,

Captain Co. 21,7
DANIEL APPLETON,

Captain Co. = K7
AW, Covoveg,

Captain Co. ® A7

Comwittee of Confercuce of Doard of Olficers

of Sevenll Regiment. N (.5 N ¥

The Committees adjourned to September 20th.
On September 22d the tollowing letter was received by

Colonel Crawford.
Nuw York. September 21st, 1835,
CoLoNkl K. M. (‘RawrokD,
Cheirman of Comnddlee of Couference [rom the
Veterans of the Secentle Regimenl, NoG2So N Y
CoLoNkr—1 have the honor to inclose a copy of the an-
swer to the suggestion or request made by vou m respect to

the withdrawal of the circular of February, 1884, issued by




§]

(tenerals and Colonels, which answer, as Chairman of the
Commitiee of Board of Officers of the Seventh Regiment, T
submitted at the meecting of September Isth.
1 have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
(10, MOORE SMITH,
Lieut. Colonel Seventh Reginent, N. G S, N Vo

Chairman of Committee of Board of Officers.

New York, Septemnber 18th, 1285

*This Committee has no power to withdraw or to modify
the circular or protest against < Uniformed Veteran Battal-
ions ” published in February, 1884, and which was signed by
the Generals and Colonels of the National Guard of New
York and Brooklyn. The officers referred to, with one ex-
ception, have not withdrawn their names from that protest,
but have re-affirmed its principles in a protest to the Legisla-
ture of the State during the present year against the passage
of any law to legalize or recognize ** Uniformed Veteran
Battalions,” and nearlyv every commanding officer in the en-
tire National Guard of the State united with them in such
protest. In addition to this. the Board of Officers of the
Seventh Regiment, by resolution passed March 1, 1884, ap-
proved the principles expressed in the protest of CGienerals
and Colonels of February, 1884, and cannot be aexpected to
reverse this action under any circumstances.  Nor can it be

expected that the present or any future Commandant of

* 1t will be noticed that this document (written after the ad jourmment, Septemiber 5th

is not signed, and the ouly paper giving it any authority 12t R s eOTEe
G g T ) Lhe dette deut. Qol. Gearge
Moore Smith. = b o Y tter of Licut. Col. Geory
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the Seventh Regiment, or that its Board of Ofticers will, at
any time hereafter. differ with the National Guard of the
State on this subject, or will cver repudiate the principles
enunciated in the circular of February, 1884, in the resolu-
tion of March 1, 1884, and in the protest to the Legislature
in 18%5.

The following communication was submitted by the
Committee of the Veteran Orgamization at the adjourned

meeting September 20th -

NEW Yorg, September 29, 1885,

To the Committee of the Board of Officers
of the Seventh Regiment, NO (LS. N, V.-

The Committee of the Veterans of the Seventh Regiment,
appointed 1 response to the resolution of  vour Board,
adopted June 6, 1885, has received vour statement of Sept.
18ch inst.

We meet vou as the representatives of vour Board, in all
good faith and fellowship, uniting with vou in the desire to
harmonize existing ditferences.

The phrascology of the resolution that ereated our com-
mittees, implies a mutual gricvance, That of your Board of
Officers is the existence of a Unformed Battalion within
the membership of the Veterans, and the adoption of milt
tary titles and corresponding insignia of rank by the officers
of the Veteran Organization,

Our Committee feels that vour objections should be sup-
ported by evidence of detriment to the interests of the Regi-

ment, and we will join your Cotmmitiee in giving this suh-
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jeet most earnest consideration : assuring yvou that no sacri-
fice will Be esteemoed too great for the Veterans to make. to
maintain aad advance the prosperity of the Seventh Regi
ment,  And it is o notewarthy fact that thissentiment may
Le found throughont ol the official utterances that have
Heen made in connection with the subject hefore us.

The Velerans would have received such objections ina
Teindlv spivit had they been tirst presented inoa respeetfnl
and fraterna! manner. and would have evineed at once.a
desire to settle the question by the method which has now
been adopted. Toa cireudar pubtished on February 1, 1884,
and signed by the Colonel of the Seventh Regiment,
N. (1SN Y the Tollowing fanguage appears. So long
as any wudformed battalion bears the bame of o National
Guard regiiment, such regiiment will be held responsible by
the public for any want of discipline in such s formed bhat-
talion. and for the unsoldierly and ungentlemanly conduoet
of any of its members while in uniforne,” % % % < Men
ol mature yvears, who leave their business to parade the
public streets with music and hanners, and decked out with
sword, chapean and feathers, or who consent to appearin
public in other than the ordinary attive of the citizen and
the gentlemen should surely hiave some substantial reason,
or some manly and noble oliject to justity them in so doing,
and to sceurve themselves 1rom public ridicule”

fn this cirealar, the title of = Voterans 7 was held up to
public derision and ridicule, o title granted 1o the organiza-
tion by the Legislature of the State. hefore the War ol the

Rebellion, and never before disputed or assaited.
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Inastatement signed by the Colonel of the Sceventh Regi-
ment, N. 5. 8. N. Y., under date of February 26, 1884, the
following language appears.  “The uscfulness of the Asso-
ciation (referring to the “Veterans of the Seventh Regi-
ment ”) is greatly impaired, because the men who control it
are chiefly interested in fancy uniforms, parades, excur-
sions, and other festivities ; that consequently the benevo-
lent fund of the Association, which should long since have
reached a large amount, is now only £5,000, and very inade-
quate to the relief of needy members and their families.”
This insinuation that the expenses of the Battalion were o
drain upon the Benevolent Fund, was distinctly and offici-
ally refuted and denied, in a report of the Paymaster—cen-
dorsed by the certificate of the Chairman of the Finance
Committee, made on March 8, (884, & copy of which report
was sent to the Colonel of the Seventh Regiment. and pub-
licly acknowledged by him.  Nevertheless, in July of the
same year, in a pamphlet published over his signature, he
reiterated the charge that the Benevolent Fund was threat-
ened by the existence of a Uniformed Batialicn. These
charges and insinuations, and the language above referred
to, constitute the grievance of the Veteran Organization.
In order to meet the wishes of your Board ol Officers, and
bring the entire subject to an amicable settlement, we deem
it necessary at the outset to divest it of afl personality.

We therefore ask, as a basis for the settlement of the
differences existing between your Board of Officers and the
Veteran Organization. that the charges, insinuations, and

objectionable language contained in a civeular published on
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February 19, 1884, and in a statement dated February 26,
1884, and in a pamphlet published in July, 1884, (under the
title of “Tuw Vererax Conrroversy '), be withdrawn by
the Colonel of the Seventh Regiment.

Kor how can we, in behalf of the Veteran Organization,
remain silent or passive under imputations which refiect
upon our dignity, our self-respect, our manhood and citi-
zenship, while such  erroncouns, anjust and  humiliating
charees stand without justification, apology, or correction,

Obligation to our honored dead, (ol W. R. Vermilye,
Col. Marshall Lefferts, Col. Win. Ao Pond, Col. Cyvirus 1L
Loutrel, Col. Abram Denike, Colo LHenrvy €1 Shumway, and
Aaron Kemp, Wi, AL Burlis, James Black, Chas, K. Bost-
wick, A, . Muller, Jr.. Wi, M Gambling, John .
MeLaren, and Chas. W. Price, and proper vegard for our
esteemoed and faithful comrades, many of whom served
with distinction in the War of the Rebellion, known and
revered in all the walks of life, as honored eitizens, press
upon us, and seem Lo demand a full and honorable vindica-
tlon at your hands.

Respectfully submitted, with a hearty reciprocation of
the wish of your Commiitice, that harmony may be fully re-
stored between your Board of Officers and ihe Veteran Or.
ganization.

oM Crawronn,
Go Arrnee,
Flxey WO M.
L GO Woobiouse,
Ho Lo Freenasn,

Conmiittee of Confercce of the Velerans of lhe
Secenth Regiment.




The Conference Commitices adjourned subject to the
call of the chairmen.

A meeting of the Conference Conunittees was ealled for
November ath, when the Committee of the Board of Officers

submitted the following

New Yonrk, Novernber 5th, 1885,

To the Commitlee of the Velerans

af e Seveutle Regimen! NS N V.

At the first meeting with vour Commitiee, held Septem-
ber 18th, the Chairman of the Committee of the Board of
Officers. in vesponse to your suggestion that @ withdrawal
of cortain parts of publications in vespeet to Uniformed
Feterans would be necessary, prior (o any consideration
of the request of this Committee that the use of military
uniforms and of the nsignia of military rank and of mili-
tary titles should be abandoned. submitted a written state-
ment to the effect that the withdrawal or modification of
the circalar of Gencrals and Colonels of the First and
Second Divisions N. (. 8. N Y., published Februavy 19,
1884, was impossible, and the Chairnman also stated verbally
that lie was authorized to say that vider no circmmstances
would the Colonel of the Seventh Regiment withdraw his
name from said cirealar, or from any part of it or from
anvthing to which he had subseribed his name in connec-
tion with, or incident to, the subject in controversy. The
Colonel of the Seventh Regiment has repeadedly stated,

bublicly and privately, that he has not written or stibsceribed
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to anything that was intended to reflect unfavorably upon
the character or integrity of the officers or members of any
Uniformed Veteran Battalion or Veteran Association, or
that in his opinion can be properly so construed, and that
whatever he has written or signed on this subject was
simply in opposition to what he considered a military abuse,
detrimental to the interests and welfare of the Seventh
Regiment and of the National Guard generally.

This Committee cannot ask or expect, nor does it approve
of the withdrawal by the Colonel of the Seventh Regiment
of the paragraphs quoted by you as objectionable, for the
following reasons :

I.—"The circular of February 19, 1884, signed by Generals
and Colonels, was not personul in its character, as it men-
tioned the name of no person, nor of any corps, organiza-
tion or association; but it condemned a practice or a system,
which the signers deemed to be prejudicial to the interests
of the National Gnard. It was simply an earnest and vig-
orous protest againstthe use of military titles by men notin
any military scervice, and not veterans of the war, and against
the wearing of {the insignia of military rank by men who
do not, and who have not, held lawful commissions entitling
them to such distinetion, and against the use by any unt-
Jormed corps of the name and numerical designation of
any regiment of the National Guard without its consent.
AL the principles of said circular were approved and en-
dorsed by the Board of Officers of the Seventh Regiment
at a meeting held in March, 1884, in the following reso-

lution :
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“ Resoleed, That the Board of Officers of the Seventh
Regiment N. (. 5. No Yo disapproves of the use of military
titles by those who do not hold, or who bave not held, Taw-
ful commissions of the gradeor rank indicated by such titles:
and disapprovesof the wearing of military uniforms by those
who arc not in the military service of the United States or
the several States, or who are not veterans of the late war;
and disapproves of the use of the name and nunerical des-
ignation of this Regiment by any other wndformed corps

IL—In reference to yvour quotation of the latter part of
a sentence, the whole sentence being as follows :

“Phose who are charged by law with the maintenance of
the good name of any regiment should not be held respon-
sible for the conduct of those over whom they have no
control ; but so long as any wniformed Dbatlalion  bears
the name of o National Guard regiment, such  regiment
will Le held responsible by the public for any want of dis-
cipline in such wndformed battalion, and for the nusoldierly
and nngentlemanly conduct of any of its members while
in uniform.”

This Committee is of the opinion that the Seventh Regi-
ment must necessarily be held responsible by the publie for
the discipline and conduet of the membersof any ’},l)(,/'_/‘urnu%(l
battalion that bears its name while they are in the uniform
of such battalion, although it is powerless to enforce its
military discipline, except upon the commissioned officers
and enlisted men actively serving in the regiment. And
this Committee believes that the conduct and discipline of

the officors and members of the regiment, who are held to
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military duty under the laws of the State, is a sufficient re.
sponsibility, and is all that the regiment should be com.
pelled to assume or to be accountable for.

[11 —In reference to the quotation as follows

“Alen of mature vears who leave their business to par-
ade the public streets with music and banners, and decked
out with sword, chapean and feathers, or who would con-
sent to appear in public in other than the ordinary attire of
the citizen and the gentleman, should surely have some sub-
stantial reason, or some manly and noble object to justify
them in so doing, and to sccure themselves from public
ridicule.”

The Committee admits that there iga vein of ridicule in
this paragraph, which, if applicd to any individual by
name, ov perhaps Lo any individual organization, might be
considered objectionable @ but as it is not personal, and is
stgned not by o single officer, but by all the leading repre-
sentative oflicers of Now York and Brooklyn, and as ridi-
cule is o legitimate weapon which is frequently employed
against such public practices, systems, organizations and
parties as are subjects of opposition. it does not seem rea-
sonable that the paragraph should be regarded as person
ally offensive.

IV.—1In reference to the quotation as follows :

“The usefulness of the Association (referring to the
Veterans of the Seventh Regiment) is greatly impaired,
because the men who control it are chiefly interested in
fancy uniforms, parades, excursions and other fostivities :

that, consequently the benevolent, fund of the Association.
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which should long since have reached a large nnount,
is now ouly #5000, and very inadequate to the velief of
needy members and their families.”

This Committee cannot concede that this language im-
plies or insinuates that the Benevolent Fuud of the Veteran
Association has been in any manner misused or misapplicd.
It simply asscrts that if the efforts of the active members
of the Asseciation had been especially directed to the ben-
evolent objects of itg charter, and not to the nterests of
uniformed corps, the Benevolent Fund would have been
materially enlarged. and the benevolent purposes of the
Association consequently promaoted.

V.—In reference to yvour objection to that part of the
cirewlar of February 19, 1834, which velates fo the use of
the title of “ Veterans,” this Committee states thal pre-
vious to the war (1861-65) the title of 1eleran had no par-
ticular significance, and was not inappropriate atb that time
to an association of exempt members of the National
Guard. But at the cnd of a long war this title became
populariy associated with those who had served the country
nits army or navy, and while such title might continue to
be not inappropriate for a social and bewerolent organiza-
tion of the exempt members of a militia regiment, it ha rdly
seems proper for a i formed battalion of sueh an associa-
tion to publicly parade as “ Veterans,” and especially for
very young men to appear o tudforn as “Veterans”
after o peaceful service of tive yearsin the National Guard.
Ttis to the nuse of the title © Veteran™ by wmen (e nedlilary
wniforn who did not serve actively during the war that

this objection particularly applies.
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The Committee notices your reference to some of the
distinguished and honored dead, whose names adorn the
pages of the history of this Regiment, and whose memory
is chervished as a legitimate and valuable heritage by its
present officers and members.  The opposition which exists
to wniformed veteran battalions, and the controversy which
has resulted from such opposition, cast no unfavorable re-
flection upon their character or honor ; they have not been
assailed, and therefore need no vindication. Their fame
and good name can be safely intrusted, now and for all
future time, to the care of their successors, in the manage-
ment of the Regiment which they loved so well, and served
so devotedly.

This Committee also notices with pleasure your expres
sions of devotion to the Regiment, and of willingness to
malke great sacrifices to promote its interests.  Loyalty to
the Regiment in every particular, is believed to be the first
duty of its veteran and excempt members. and this Commit-
tee can, thercfore, confidently appeal to you to acquiesce in
the resolution of the Board of Officers, adopted March,
1884, and above gquoted, and to accede to the request of this
Committee to the same cffeet, submitted to you September
1Sth, 18%5. You will doubtless admit, that the Board of
Officers is composed of men  distinguished for long and
faithful service. and of great experience in the affairs of the
Regiment, and ix, therefore, eminently capable of deciding
what is detrimental to the interests of 1he organization,
and what will promote its welfare.  While conceding to

all, the right of opinion, this Committee helieves that as the
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responsibility for the management of thoe Regiment devol-
ves by law upon its officers, it is the duty of all who are
interested in its welfare, and it is especially the duty of all
veteran and exempt memmbers to concur cheerfillly in the
views and wishes of the Board of Officers as officially ex-
pressed. That your Committee will, by such coneurrence,
remove all causes of difference and subjects of controversy,
and thereby fully restove the harmony and confidence which
formerly existed between the Officers of the Regiment and
the Officers of the Veteran Association, is the hope and
earnest wish of this Committee.

This Committec understood, at the meeting of the two
Committees, held September 20th, that your Committee
assented to the sugwrestion of Captain Steele, that the with-
drawal of what had been written and printed upon the
matter at issue, would not be expected, in case there was
an assurance that no personal refiections upon the integrity
and character of the officers and members of the Veteran
Association had been intended, and that this would be en-
tirely satisfactory, and wounld remove the alleged grievance.
The authoritative statement in the first paragraph of this
paper, as to the position of the Colonel of the Seventh Reg-
iment on this subject, is in accord and in compliance with
such understanding.

(iro. Moori Syirir, Lieuf. Clolonel,
Wil (. Casey, Capt. Co. - L7
Daxten Arrierox, Capt. Coo & K

AL W. Coxover, Capt. Co < AT
Commitice of Couference of Bodrd of Officers

of Serentle Regrmend, NS, N
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On November th the following was presented by the

Committee of the Veteran Organization :
New York, November 7th, 1835,

To the Commillee of the Board of Officers
of the Sevenll Regimenl, N (GS. N Y,

The Committee of the Vetcerans of the Seventh Regiment,
N. (. S.N. Y., acknowledge receipt of your communica-
tion of November 5th inst., and, after due consideration of
same, most respectfully beg to say, that, in our judgment.
it introduces and discusses matters. which our Clommittee
on behalf of the Veteran Orgaunization cannot consider,
until an official and formal compliance with our request of
September 20th, 1885, be made, in manner as public and as
broad as the publications referred to in our statement ad-
dressed to your Committee on that date.

Respectfully submitted,

. M. Crawrorn,

K. G. ARTHUR,

Hisxwy W, T, Mawi,

L. GG. WoobpHoUSI,

H. L. FresuaNDn,
Commitlee of the Velerans of lhe Seeenth Regiment,

x\v. (1. A&,, ‘\V. )

On November 13th the following communication was re-

ceived by Colonel, K. M. Crawford, Chairman of the Com-

mittec of the Veteran Organization

o
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New York, Noveniber 12th, 1855
To the Comniittee of the Veterans

of the Seventh Regimend :

Your communication of November vth was duly received,
and was presented to the Board of Officers at a regular
meeting, held at 8:30 o’clock, 120 M. on that day, together
with all the papers that hiave been submitted at the meet-
ngs of the Conference Committees. The whole subject was
thoroughly discussed, and after due deliboration the Board
of Officers adopted the following resolutions

“Resoleed, That the Board of Officers of the Seventh
fegiiment, NoGLs) N Y respeetiully requests the Veteran
Association and its uniformed battalion to discontinue the
use of military titles and military uniforms, and the insignia
of military rank.

“ Resoleed, That the report of the Committee of this
Board appointed to confer with a similar Committee of the
Veteran Association, be and is hereby adopted, and the
action of the Committee be and is approved.

“ Resolved, That this Board approves the position of the
Uolonel of 1his Regiment. as authoritatively stated in the
first paragraph of the communication of the Committee,
dated November 5th. and does not approve of the with-
Qrawal (as reguested by the Committee of the Veteran As-
sociation,) of any part of any paper upon the subject refer-
red to, to which the Colonel of the Regiment has subseribed

his name and official title.”
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AvEs.—— Tieutenant Colonel Smith, Captains Conover,
Steele, Pollard, Rhoads, Appleton, Abrams, Mills and Lef.
ferts - Licutenants Pawling, Haight, Tackaberry, Scher-
merhorn, Ware, MceLewee, Smith, Dewson, and Lydecker:
Adjutant Rand. Surgeon Stimson. Japtain Palmer, 1. RV P,
Assistant Surgeon Morris, Quartermaster Long and Com-
missary Schuyler.—24

Navs.—Major Allison.—1.

Not voting.—Colonel Clark.—1.

Total, 2.

The following officers, who were absent from the meet-
ing, have approved the above resolutions, viz. @ Captains
Kipp and Cascy : Licutenants Fisk, Jones, MeDougall,

Jooper, Harper, Voorhees, Allen, Sage. Kirkland, and

Chaplain Weston.—12,

Whole number of Officers. - - - Bh
In favor of Resolutions, : - - - 36
Opposed to Resolutions, - - - - 1
Not voting, - - . - - - 1

You will notice that the action of this Committee is sus-
tained by the Board of Officers of the Seventh Regiment
with great unanimity, not only in the request made Sep-
tember 18th, that the Veteran Association and itg uniformedl
battalion should discontinue, in the interest of union and
harmony, the use of military titles, military uniforms, and
the insignia of military rank, but also in the opinion that
the grievance you allege in your communication of Sept.
20th, is removed by the anthoritative statement, in the flrst
paragraph of the communication of this Committee, dated

N 7 A =4 My, ° . . i
November 5th, Mis Commitiee again  carnestly buf
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respectfully  requests that the Committee of the Vete-
ran Association will give favorable consideration to the
request of this Committee dated Seprember (8th, and to
the first resolution of the Board of Officers passed Novemn-
ber Tth, and thereby remove forever all ditferences that ex-
ist between the Seventh Regiment and the Veteran Asso-
clation.  Your expressions ol devetion to the Seventh Reg-
iment and of willingness to make great sacrifices to promote
its interests, lead this Conumnittee to confidently hope that
yvour action will result in the restoration of the harmony
and good will which all agree 1s most desirable.

eferring to your statement that the objections of the
Board of Ofticers to the existence of a Uniformed Battalion
within the membership of the Veterans, and the adoption
of military titles and corresponding insignia of rank by the
Veteran Organization, shonld be supported by evidence of
detriment to the interests of the Regonent, this Committoee
desires to say, that this whole subject has alveady been ex-
hausted in personal interviews, in the newspapers, in
variety of publications and in communications to the Legis-
lature, and this Committee could add nothing to what has
been said, written and published.  This Commitiee could
expect no resalt from a renewal of the discussion of the
subject, and believes that an affirmative or negative answer
to the communication of this Committee dated September
18th would more properly icrminate the duties imposed
upon the Conference Committees, and with more satisfac-
tion to all concerned. But this Committee, in its desire

to remove the cause of difference between the Board of
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Officers and the Veteran Association will cheerfully coneur,
it in your opinion further discussion will lead to favorable
results,

Respectfally submitted,

Gro. Moorr Surri, Licut. Colonel.
Wau. C. Casey, Capt. Co. < 1.7
HExkY 8. STeELE, Capt. Co. * B.7

13

Daxien Arereroy, Capt. Co. * K.
A WoConovier, Capt. Co. A7
Comniitlee of Conference of e Board of Olfficers

Secenth Regiwent, No GOSN

The following communication has been delivered to the

Conunittee of the Board of Officers Seventh Regiment :
NEw York, December, 16, 1855,

To the Concnillee of the Boarvd of Offleers

of the Seventh Regiment, N G0 S, N Voo

GeNrtoeyMeNy—We have the honor to acknowledge your
latest communication of November 12th, containing the re-
quest, in form of a resolve, of certain members of the Board
ol Officers o the Seventh Regiment. N. (.S, NL Y., that
“the Veberan Association and its uniformed battalion dis-
continue the use of military titles and military unifors,
and the insignia of military rank.”

This request is so extraordinary, that we trust vou will
excuse us for reminding vou, that neither the Military Code
nor Regulations for the National Guard, recognize vour

Boar as ner . ¢ - N . . o - .
Joard as other than a voluntary ““association ™ to form by-

)
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laws, rules, and regulations not inconsistent therewith ancd
conformable theveto, by whicl, after they shall first have
been approved by the Division Judge Advocate, to bind
vourselves in such restricted matters as extra evening drills
and parades, and others of like concern,

We do not discover, therefore, that your Association i«
authorized to request the Veteran Organization, which is
largely composed of those who are vour seniors in yeurs,
and in sevvice to the State, to dikcontinue the vse of mili-
tary titles, lawfully assumed over o quarter of accatury ago,
as a necessary incident of fheir organization, and recog
nized and confirmed by the Legislatare of the State in
special statute, and required by such statute 1o be used for
certain specitic purposes.

Surely the gentlemen who have been induced e this
extra-official way, to thus formulate so inadmissible o prop-
osition, could not have maturely considered that it could not
be granted without an enabling nct of the Legislature.

The friendship and interest we have always manifested
towards you, would induce us to respectfully entertain any
request, fancied or real, and whether made with or without
authority.

You will permit us to observe. however, that there
should always be some substantial hasis for it as for examn-
ple, a specifie allegation that the Veteran organization hrad,
in somoe way, been o detriment 1o the active rvegiment
hut although this was clearly pointed out to yvou in our
first reply to the first communication with which we were

favored, none has been formudated or presented, and you
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will permit us to add that, in our judgment, none can be
presented.

The unexampled prosperity of the regiment, with full
anks and desirable applicants awaiting admission, on the
happening of vacancies, negative in every particular, any
suggestion that the Veteran organization can be other than
a valuable auxiliary, and yet the, only excuse which could
be offered for the request you have submitted, would be,
that, in some way the Veteran Organization had prevented
the attainment of the very prosperity, whicl gives our mem-
bers so much pleasure.

In the correspondence which you have instituted with
us, we must confess, that some of your suggestions have
had, at lcast, the appearance of novelty, as for example,
that it is the duty of all, who are interested in the regiment’s
welfare, and - especially the duty of all veteran and exemypt
members to coneur cheerfully in the erews and wishes of the
Board of Officers as officially expressed.”

The Veteran organization yields nothing to the present
gentlemen who constitute the officers of the active regiment,
in intercst in the regiment’s welfure, and we esteem it a
fortunate as well ax a significant civeumstance, that the regi-
ment has thus far for twenty-scven years, looked to us for
advice, encouragement, co-operation, and substantial aid,
when nceded.

Permit us to observe however that “views and wishes,”
to morit coneurrence, should always be grounded in sound
reasons, and we do not think, we should be deemed hyper-

critical if we do not favorably consider views and wishes
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which, in our judgment, cannot be measwred by that test,

Although the gentlemen, who united in the hefore-men-
tioned request, have not ventured to present any facts 1o
support of 1t, yet in the course of your corvespondence, you
have urged two reasons why the Veteran organization
should relinquish its chartered name and effeetive and in-
fluential character and become a loose association, for a
merely benevolent object, contrarvy to the intent of its hon-
ored founders,

The first 1s because, as vou say, the title - Veteran ™ has
become ¢ popularly associated with those who bad served
the country in its Aroy or Navy.”

On this premise, yvou do us the honor to say, as to the
Veteran organization of the Seventh, that it hardly seems
proper for a uniformed battalion, of such an asscciation to
publicly parade as veterans,” but you nevertheless also say
that * previous to the war of 1861 Ax65, the title of veteran
had no particular significance, and was not inappropriate to
an “association of exempt members of the National Guard ™

This first objection resolves itself thervefore into a ques-
tion of taste—not propricty ; and as the Legislature con-
ferred the title, we trust vou will exense us for sayving, that
in such a matter. we ought to be the best judges.

We fail to discover but one of the honored veterans of
the late war, among the gentlemen of your Board, who
wited in the request to which we have been constrained to
except, but we have many such inour Veteran organization
who have never yet discovered that onr ™ Jegal 7 titde has in

any way detracted from their fairly earned laurels,




26

No well informed person can be misled in the applicancy
of the generic expression ** veteran,” which must alwavs be
coupled with something descriptive, to convey any intelli.
gible meaning, as veteran of the war of 1812, or of the war
with Mexico, a veteran diplomatist.

The legal title, < Veteran of the Sceventh Regiment,” has
always had, as you know, and as all well informed persons
know, a distinctive meaning, and designates those, who
have honorably served the State, in that regiment, the full
term or terms preseribed by law, to acquire exemption from
ordinary military duty, and who have thereafter joined the
Veteran organization.

The - Veterans of the Seventh Regiment,” therefore, as
vou are aware, include almost all those who, while serving
the State as officers or enlisted men in the Seventh Regi
ment, were called into the military serviee of the United
States in 1861, 1862, and 1863 for brief periods of field duty.

We regret, therefore, that vou should have presented so
untenable an objection, and trust that the “ propriety ” of
our conduct in continuing the use of a designation conferred,
by law, will not again be the subject of animadversion, from
those who derive their official existence only from the law.

The second and last objection, which you have urged
against the continuance of the Veteran organization is that
“the Seventh Regiment, must necessarily be held responsible
to the public for the discipline and conduct of the members
of any uniformed hattalion that bears its name, while they

are in the uniform of such battalion. although it is powerless
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to enforce its military discipline, ecxeept upon the commis-
sioned officers and enlisted men actively serving in the regi-
ment,” and that the regiment should therefore, only be com-
pelled to assume, or be accountable for the conduct and dis-
¢ipline of its own officers and men.

Permit us to say, that we cannot assent to your proposi
tion, that the Seventh Regiment, or, in vthicr words, its Com
manding officer, must necessarily be held responsible to the
public for the discipline and conduct of the Veteran organi-
tion, composed, as it is, of men of mature years, whose
previous faithful and honorable service in the active regi-
ment for the full legal term, has constituted the indispensa-
ble basis of their respective applications for membership in
the Veteran organization.

We have always hitherto considered it measurably our
concern, to watch over the discipline and conduct of our be-
loved regiment, which contains ounr younger brothers. and
sons, and relatives, and by advice, and admonition should it
gver prove necessary, to correct irregularity.

We cheerfully acknowledge that no occasion has been
offered for such action on our part, and you must do us the
justice, to admit, that since the Veteran organization first
donned a uniform, in April. 1861, in support of civil author-
ity and as an acknowledged auxiliary to the active regi-
ment, it hag never afforded oceasion for the objection more
specious than real to which we are referving,

The discipline and conduct of our Corps is under the con-
trol of its own officers, which has heretofore, we believe,

een found sutficient for all practical purposes.
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That the Commanding officer of the active regiment is
not able to assume control over the discipline and conduet
of the Veteran organization on official occasions, or be ac-
countable for their action, is a_fact which we must be par-
doned for neither considering unfortunate or regretable.

We do not think, on public grounds, that it would be
wise or prudent to accede to such a suggestion, and we see

many reasons against it.

We are glad 1o perceive that you voluntarily concede that
there was never in the formation of the uniformed battalion
of the Veteran organization any intention of antagonizing
or injuring the active regiment, and we think you might
have gone further, and honestly declared that in its quarter
century of existence, it never has antagonized or injured

the active regiment,.

We cannot admit, because it is historically inaccurate,
your statement “that the uniformed battalion was organ-
ized for the purpose of strengthening the Veteran Associa-
tion by inereasing the interest of its members in its affairs.”

Interest is thereby undoubtedly increased, and the change
of uniform, made several years ago to one more distinetive,
serviceable and suitable, certainly improved its efficiency,
but we invite your attention to Mr. Willimmn Swinton's
“ History of the Seventh Regiment,” (published in 1870,
which describes the formation of our uniformed battalion

at the Regimental Armory on April 19, 1861, and the reasons
for its formadtion,
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It was then officially recognized by the late M;Ljor-(im{
eral Charles W. Sandford, Commanding First Division,
N.G.8. N Y., who supplied it with arms and accoutrements,
and by the late Colonel Marshall Lefferts, of the active
regiment, who subsequently became our Colonel and wore
our present uniform.

It will not, we trust, be considered too much of a digres-
sion to invite your recollection to the many oceasions here-
tofore, in which the comumanding officer and other officers
of the active regiment have officially recognized the uni-
formed battalion, and availed of the auxiliary aid of the
Veteran organization in matters of regimental concern.

We have to lament, therefore, the recent and, permit us
to addd, unjustifiable change of front, exemplitied in the be-
fore-mentioned request.

You have conceded that ““for many years entire harmony
existed between the Veteran Association and the officers
and members of the Regiment,” and, you will permit us to
add. we see no reason why it should not continue so far as
we are concerned.

We believe it still does exist between the Veteran organ-
ization and the members of the regiment, who look to mem-
bership in our ranks, when they have honorably and faith-
fully completed their cnlistments, and find they can no
longer conveniently perform further ordinary military
duty.

With us, under our Charter, they will not only be able to

contribute to the benevolent objects therein mentioned, and
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¢« promote social union and fellowship,” but also  preserve
and continue the recollections of service in the National
Gtuard”’ by uniting in such military drill, duty or exercise,
as we may continue to deem necessary to make our bLattal-
ion efficient for times of public emergency, and ready for
such service as the Commander-in-Chief of this State is au-
thorized to require.

In conclusion, we have to invite your attention to our
first reply of September 20, 1885, which contains the expres-
sions of our real grievance.

We believe that the Commanding officer of the active
regiment, in a circular published February 19, 1884, and
again in a statement dated February 26, 1884, and later in a
pamphlet published in July of that vear, in each of which
he used his official designation without authority, cause-
lessly and injuriously reflected upon and maligned the Vet-
eran organization, of which he was at one time the Major
and in which he is still a member.

1f he really had any grievance or assumed to believe
that anything in the Charter or organization of the Veterans
could be advantageously amended, and had frankly stated
the same to our Board of Officers or in general meeting, he
would have been received in o kindly spirvit, and such sug-
gestions respectfully entertained and considered even al-
though they might be at variance with his past conduct.

He did not choose however to take such a course, al-
though it is the usual one which gentlemen have a right to
expect.
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We cannot, therefore, but feel that the gentlemen who
united in the bhefore-mentioned reguest, and who have under-
taken to approve the conduct on which we are animadyert-
ing, have taken thereby o regretable course, not in acceord-
ance with the traditions of owr regiment, and thereby done
us injustice.

To say that the above-mentioned publications were in-
tended to be impersonal although deliberaicly addressed to
this organization, is to offer an explanation therefor which
we find ourselves unable favorably to consider,

In closing this communication, we indulge the hope that
the gentleren, who united in the beforeamentioned request,
will, i1 time, perceive that their action was not induced
from any substantial cause, and that one of the best ways
to further the prosperity of the active regiment, is to culti-
vate and maintain, as in past yvears, the closest and most
fraternal relations with the Veteran organization,

We beg to advise yvou that at a Special Mecting of the
Board of Management of the V eterans of the Seventh Reg-
iment, N. (. 3. N Y., held on the With day of December,
1885, the _entire correspondence was laid before them, ma-
%urcly considered, and the following was unanimously
adopted :

Resoleed, That the report of the Conference Committee
of this Board be accepted, and their action in every partic-
ular be and is hereby approved, that no further action be
taken Dy said Committee until an official and formal coms-

pliance to their request of september 29th, 1883, be made m
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a manner as public and as broad as the publications issued
February 19th and 24th, and of July, 1384, over the Official
Sicnature of the Commandant of the Seventh Regiment,
N. . SNV Y.

We have the honor to be very respectfully,

Your obedient Servants,

K. M. Ckawrorp, Ex. Coloncl,
E. (4, AgTHUR, Captain Co. 1.7
Huexry W, T. Mani, Captain Co. “C.”
1. G. Woobnousg, Licut. Co, < D.”
H. Lo Fregnaxn, Adjutant.

Commillee of the Velerans of the Seventh Regiments

N.oGLS. NV
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